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A knowledge base (KB) is a computer-processable collection of knowledge.
KBs typically store entities, such as people, companies, movies, and cities, as
well as facts about these entities, such as which company produced which movie,
or which person was born in which city. KBs find applications in question an-
swering, automated translation, or information retrieval. Most notably, several
major players in the Web search business now use KBs, including Google (with
the “Knowledge Vault”), Microsoft (with “Satori”), and Amazon (with “Evi”).
The Semantic Web unites thousands of publicly available commercial and aca-
demic KBs.

In this talk, I will present YAGO1, one of the oldest and largest KBs on
the Semantic Web, with more than 10 million entities and 120 million facts
about them [7, 8, 4, 1, 6]. The project is driven jointly by Télécom ParisTech
and the Max Planck Institute for Informatics in Germany. YAGO is constructed
automatically from Wikipedia, WordNet, GeoNames, and other resources. I will
explain how the knowledge is extracted from multilingual Wikipedias, cleaned,
and distilled into a KB of 95% accuracy. All in all, the original YAGO paper
has been cited more than 1600 times.

I will also briefly mention the applications of YAGO. We use it for mining
news articles of Le Monde to extract trends in time [5]. We also use it to mine
rules such as marriedTo(x, y) ∧ hasChild(x, z) ⇒ hasChild(y, z) [2, 3].
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